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1. 



Claims 1-6 are pending. 



2. 



The amendment of 12/21/06 has been received and entered. 



Reasons for Allowance 



In reference to claim 1 : 

Houser et al. discloses a method for producing forgery-proof documents or data records using a 
security module, 

• Whereby the security module generates a secret which remains unknown to a document 
producer and the document producer can not gain access to the secret which can only be 
encrypted by an authentication unit, where the secret is the embedded security object 
(Column 3, Unes 50-60) & Figure 1, Item 130, and where the document producer (Figure 
1, Item 110) cannot gain access to the secret in that it can only send information from the 
electronic document security application but not receive information from it as indicated 

. by the flow of arrows, and where the secret is encrypted by the authentication unit, the 
electronic document security application. 

• Whereby the secret, together with information that reveals details about the identity of the 
security module, is transferred in encrypted form to an authentication unit, where the 
authentication unit is the electronic document security application (Column 3, lines 3, 
line 60 - Column 4, line 17) & (Column 12, lines 40-67) 
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• Whereby an authentication unit decrypts the secret, recognizes the identity of the security 
module and encrypts the secret, together with information on the identity of the document 
producer, in such a way that only a checking unit can carry out a decryption and then the 
authentication unit transmits these to the document producer, where the checking unit is 
the verification aspect of the security application (Column 4, lines 3-34) 

• Whereby the document producer transfers its own data to the security module, (Figure 
1, Items 110 to 130) 

• Whereby the security module irreversibly links by hash encryption the secret with the 
data that the document producer itself has introduced, and (Column 3, lines 50-60) & 
(Column 13, lines 13-20) & (Column 15, lines 15-25) & (Column 4, lines 10-35) 

• Whereby it is not possible to draw conclusions about the secret. (Column 4, lines 3-10) 
& (Column 7, lines 65- Column 8, lines 20) (Figure 1, Items 140, 150) & (Column 3, 
lines 50-60) 

Houser et al. however fails to disclose the method whereby it is not possible to draw conclusions 
about the secret, such that it is: 

characterized in that the output value of a double combination machine is used to form an 
irreversible hash and that hash value is output from the outlet valve, the double combination 
machine comprising a first combination machine and a second combination machine each of 
which combines a result value on the basis of two individual inputs, the result of the irreversible 
linking of the secret with the data introduced by the document provider, the data introduced by 
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the document producer itself as well as the encrypted information of the authentication unit all 
serve to form the document that is transmitted to the checking unit. 



Previously the Examiner argued that the term "combination machine" was not a term of the art 
and required further explanation. 

The Applicant has recited "which combines a result value on the basis of two individual inputs." 
Interpreting the claim in light of the specification, the Examiner has interpreted this recitation to 
mean combining two individual inputs to form a result value as illustrated by paragraph 3, of 
page 9 of the specification. 

A checking unit checks the integrity of the document and the identity of the 
document producer in that the secret and the additional information encrypted 
by the authentication unit are decrypted by means of a known method and in that a 
hash value is formed in the security module on the basis of a combination of the secret 
and the data introduced by the document producer itself and this hash value is 
compared to the transmitted hash value. If the comparison of the hash values- 
analogously to the checking of a digital signature - yields the identity of the generated 
and transmitted hash values, then the document cannot have been forged. 

No art nor motivation to combine has been found to meet the amended limitation of claim 1 . 
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For this reason, claim 1 is allowable. 

Claim 3 is allowable for the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Claims 2,4-6 are allowable because their independent claims are allowable. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed to 
Thomas M Ho whose telephone number is (571)272-3835. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571)272-3799. 

The Examiner may also be reached through email through Thomas.Ho6@uspto.gov 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272-2100. 

General Infomiation/Receptionist Telephone: 571-272-2100 pax: 571-273-8300 
Customer Service Representative Telephone: 57 1 -272-2 1 00 Fax: 57 1 -273-8300 



TMH 

January 17'\ 2007 
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